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WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A sports shoe comprising: a soft upper that is provided with a cuff and 
with a rear counter which are semirigid and are separately connected to said 
upper; an additional semirigid element that is connected to said upper in an 
intermediate region between said cuff and said counter; and first guiding 
means formed in said cuff and said counter, said additional semirigid 
element being provided, at the rear of the shoe and laterally thereto, with at 
least one first tab and at least one second tab for sliding engagement in said 
first guiding means, 

2. The shoe of claim 1, wherein said semirigid cuff is rigidly associated 
to, or formed monolithically with, said upper and partially wraps around a 
region of the shoe that corresponds to a lower part of a leg of a user, and said 
semirigid counter wraps around a heel region of the shoe, said additional 
semirigid element is coupled to said upper in an intermediate region of the 
shoe between said counter and said cuff, said additional semirigid element 
being substantially cross-shaped so as to form first wings, which are 
arranged approximately vertically to a rear part of said upper and 
longitudinally thereto, and second wings, which are arranged approximately 
transversely to said upper, said additional semirigid element further 
wrapping around an adjacent region of the shoe corresponding to the rear of 
the leg of a user and laterally around a region of the shoe that corresponds to 
the malleoli of the user. 

3. The shoe of claim 2, wherein said additional semirigid element has, at 
a rear part thereof, at least one upper said first tab that protrudes 
approximately vertically toward said overlying cuff. 

4. The shoe of claim 2, wherein said additional semirigid element has, at 
a rear part thereof, at least one lower said second tab that protrudes 
approximately vertically toward the underlying counter. 

5. The shoe of claim 2 , wherein said first wings are constituted by said at 
least one first tab and said at least one second tab. 


6. The shoe of claim 5, wherein said at least one first tab and said at least 
one second tab engage slidingly and freely with said first guiding means 
formed in said cuff and said counter, said first guiding means being 
constituted by first and second receptacles that are formed, respectively, at a 

5 thickness cross-sectional region of said cuff and said counter. 

7. The shoe of claim 5, wherein said additional semirigid element has at 
least one first reinforcement that is approximately elliptical and is arranged 
at at least one of first tips of said second wings and at least on a region of the 
shoe that corresponds to the outer side of the foot of a user to constitute a 

10 protection region for the malleoli of the foot, at least one third upper tab 
being further provided that protrudes from said at least one first 
reinforcement approximately vertically toward an overlying third lateral 
region of the cuff. 

8. The shoe of claim 7, comprising at least one fourth lower tab that 
is protrudes from said at least one first reinforcement approximately vertically 

toward an underlying fourth lateral region of said counter. 

9. The shoe of claim 8, wherein said third tab protrudes slightly obliquely 
along an inclined axis that forms an acute angle, considering a 
counterclockwise rotation as positive, with respect to a vertical axis that is 

20 perpendicular to the ground and passes through a first region of the shoe that 
corresponds to the malleoli of a user. 

10. The shoe of claim 8, wherein said fourth tab protrudes slightly 
obliquely along an inclined axis that forms an acute angle, considering a 
counterclockwise rotation as positive, with respect to a vertical axis that is 

25 perpendicular to the ground and passes through a first region of the shoe that 
corresponds to the malleoli of a user. 

11. The shoe of claim 10, comprising second guiding means constituted 
at least by third receptacles and fourth receptacles formed respectively at a 
thickness cross-sectional region of said cuff and said counter, said at least 
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with said second guiding means. 


